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Winter's a wonderland in the West Indies. Where to go? Trust us, we know...

Whichislandis forme? And where should | stay?
When it comes to the crunch, these are the two

basic — but baffling — questions everyCaribbean
traveller wants answered. Enter our experts —

twelve writers who know the islands like they

were born there (one of them actually was).

Together, they've notched up several lifetimes

inthe Caribbean, critiquing hotels and combing

Doux bar, StLucla
to grill owner (and

shores. Here they are (with their most precious partyanma Lyt
insider tips). Which island will they match youto?

local party tips




Why Jamaica?

ExpertRobRyansays:

Jamaicats the Caribbean

amplified —larger, louder and
lusher than most of the islands, with its
vivid harizons of white beaches, the
Blue Mountains, and all seemingly
renderedin super-saturated
Kodachrome If you're a committed
lounger-lizard, you'll miss outby not
venturing beyond your (possibly sterfle)
all-inclusive ButNoél Coward and
lanFleming didn'tlove the Island
because they got to wear wristbands
for premiumdrinks — solike them, stay
inaplacethatgives aproper taste of the
place. The bar-strips of Negriland Ocho
Rios are hustly, as are tourtst spots, such
as Dunn’s River Falls (go very early).
Instead, goriver-rafting, horseback-
riding, or birding andbiking In the
mountains — or head for Port Antanio
and Treasure Beachand chill withrum
andragaga at a local beach bar, Think
twice about taking the kids — there
areall-inclusives that cater forthem,
butthis s realtly ansland for grown-ups.

Jakes, Treasure Beach
Who'llloveit: Laid-back bohos.

Because: There's noplace quite like this.

Ithas grown arganically from afew
quirkily hand-decorated cottages to
quite aresort (ocean-facingrooms
andthe nearby villas are the best) It
may not be the slickest of hotels, but
it's the way itfeeds into the community
(and vice versa) that makes itfeel like a
properimmersion into the real Jamaica,
There'sacharminglittle spaand the
chance to gocyclingand boatingand,

Justasimportantly, a first-rate funky
little bar: Dougie’s.

Travel'stip: The beaches and the pool
onthe property are not its strongest
points and swimming Inthe seacan
be dangerous. Try the beach outside
Jack Sprat's shack next door.

Book it: Doubles from £66, room only
(001876 965 3000, jakeshotel com),

Rockhouse, Negril

Who'lllove it: Younger couples seeking
affordable relaxation instyle.

Because: Rockhouse's elevated clifftop
locationmeans thatit's ano-no for
families and the factithasn't got abeach
{you snorkel/dive from the rock jetties
or swiminthe pool) rules out the
beach-bunnybrigade Rockhouse
makes agreat play of its healthy

dining, daily yoga and eco-cred, but
the atmosphere isn't as precious as all

that. The 34 roomns are pretty outings
Inwood, stone and thatch but, while
comfortable, are not super-deluxe

— think upgraded beach shacks. It's
the setting and theresort’s relaxed
feelthat are the attractions here
Travel'stip: Eventhe bestvillas

are spartan. Optfor acheaper room
—you'llget the same brilliant sunsets
andyou canblow your dosh onthe
spaorbar

Book it: Doubles from £64, roomonly
(001876 6181533, rockhousehotel com)

Jamaica Inn, Ocho Rios
Who'lllove it: Nostalgla lovers
Because: Jlamaicalnnfeels likeit
belongs to another era {pink gins, Black
Tie for dinner, Noél Coward at the
plano. ). There areno TVs, radios or
clocksinthe rooms (aithough there

isfree wi-fionthe property). Adda
wonderful white beach, ocean views
fromevery room, the best service on
the tsland and the lack of araucous bar
scene, andyouhave aperfect resortfor
those seeking peace and quiet. in high
seasonitattracts anolder, more sedate
crowd, butrecently more families have
beenin evidence (although under-10s
arenot allowed). Atits heart, it will
always be circa1950 at Jamaicainn.
Travel's tip: Black Tie can stillbe seen
atdinner, butthe dress code these days
is collared shirts and long trousersin
the evenings (no T-shirts or shorts).
Book it: Caribtours (020 77510660,
caribtours.co.uk) has sevennights’
B&B from £1,545pp, including flights.

Geejam, Port Antonio

Who'll loveit: Anyone with (pop) stars
intheir eyes

Because: Geejamis anaccidental hotel
Setupbymusicmoguils, it's arecording-
studio-with-rooms. It's tiny (just seven
rooms, Including athree-bed villa), yet
Isgeared uplike alarger resort, with
first-rate guides who, usedto pop stars'
whims (Rihanna and Amy Winehouse
haverecorded here), are at the top of
theirgame. The hi-tech cabanas don't
have pools (although the villadoes) and
there’s only one restaurant, but guests
canuse the fadlities of sister-property
Trident at nearty Port Antonio.
Travel'stip: The hotel has a small beach,
but better is the idyllic Frenchman's
Cove (the entry feeis waived for
Geejam guests).

Book it; Scott Dunn (020 86825020,
scottdunn com) has sevennights

from £2,073pp, B&B, Including flights.>
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